MILA In-Text Citations: The Basics

Basic in-text citation rules

In MLA style, referring to the works of others in your text is done by using what is known as
parenthetical citation.

General Guidelines

e The source information required in a parenthetical citation depends (1.) upon the source
medium (e.g. Print, Web, DVD) and (2.) upon the source’s entry on the Works Cited
(bibliography) page.

e Any source information that you provide in-text must correspond to the source information on
the Works Cited page.

In-text citations: Author-page style

MLA format follows the author-page method of in-text citation. This means that the author's last name
and the page number(s) from which the quotation or paraphrase is taken must appear in the text, and
a complete reference should appear on your Works Cited page.

Examples:

Wordsworth stated that Romantic poetry was marked by a "spontaneous overflow of

powerful feelings" (263).

Romantic poetry is characterized by the "spontaneous overflow of powerful feelings"

(Wordsworth 263).

Wordsworth extensively explored the role of emotion in the creative process (263).

In-text citations for print sources with no known author

When a source has no known author, use a shortened title of the work instead of an author name.
Place the title in quotation marks if it's a short work (such as an article) or italicize it if it's a longer
work (e.g. plays, books, television shows, entire Web sites) and provide a page number.

Example:

We see so many global warming hotspots in North America likely because this region has
"more readily accessible climatic data and more comprehensive programs to monitor and
study environmental change . . ." ("Impact of Global Warming" 6).



Citing a work by multiple authors

For a source with three or fewer authors, list the authors' last names in the text or in the parenthetical
citation.

Example:
Smith, Yang, and Moore argue that tougher gun control is not needed in the United

States (76).

The authors state "Tighter gun control in the United States erodes Second Amendment

rights" (Smith, Yang, and Moore 76).

Electronic sources

One online film critic stated that Fitzcarraldo is "...a beautiful and terrifying

critique of obsession and colonialism" (Garcia, “Herzog: a Life”).

The Purdue OWL is accessed by millions of users every year. Its "MLA Formatting and

Style Guide" is one of the most popular resources (Stolley et al.).

When a citation is not needed

Common sense and ethics should determine your need for documenting sources. You do not need to
give sources for familiar proverbs, well-known quotations or common knowledge. Remember, this is a
rhetorical choice, based on audience. If you're writing for an expert audience of a scholarly journal, for
example, they'll have different expectations of what constitutes common knowledge.



